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It remaineth, that both they that have Wives, be as 


tho they had none. 
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Nor any conceived peculiar merit in the follow - 
ing diſcourſe, has induced the Author to permit its 
appearing before the public; he preſumes, howev- 
er, that his motives will meet the approbation of 


piety and ppmanity,—ft will be to him a mean of 


perpetuating the memory of one, who ſtood high in 
his alfection, and to whom he is under peculiar ob- 
ligations of gratitude and eſteem. It may, in a way 
ſuited to bee virtuous Weben, ſerve, at a 
future period to gratify his children, by leading 


them back to an acquaintance with her who gave 


them birth. To cheſ therefare, his bereaved chil- 


dren ; to the ſurviving relatives of their deceaſed 


: Parent to the Ladies, by whoſe generous ſubſcrip- 


tion the expence of publication is defrayed ; to the 


people of his charge in general, as a grateful teſti- 


mony of reſpect, this diſcourſe is inſcribed by their 
much obliged and devoted friend, 
The AUTHOR. 
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The Lord gave, and the Lard bath taken awgy + 
bleſſed be the Name of tbe Lord. 
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OW aft do thoſe plans to which men have re. 
courſe, in the purſuit of happineſs, terminate in diſ- 
appointment and ſorrow.— This ſhews, how neceſ- 
ſary it is that we ſhould be directed by ſuperior 
Wiſdom, in order to the attainment of an object ſo 
intereſting, Thanks be to God, we are not here 
left without an infallible. guide. Religion furniſh» 
es us with all neceſſary inſtruction, This is the 
divine art of being virtuous and happy. But how- 
ever well adapted any art be, to the attainment of 
its object, it is plain it will be of little uſe, except 
it be well underſtood, and rightly applied. In ap- 
plication to religion, too much ſtreſs cannot be laid 
upon this remark.— That can be of no advantage 
unleſs we imbibe its ſpirit and apply its maxims. 
If you inſpe& the character of the righteous, and 
find that religion has inſpired them with animation 
and joy, in every ſituation of life; it is becauſe ig 
every ſituation they have regulated their temper 
and conduct by it, Our text preſents to us a man 
overwhelmed with the unexpected and reiterated 
ſtrokes of adverſity. But even in this ſituation in- 
ſtead of vexation, rage and deſpair, we ſee him tran- 
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quil and contented, riſing ſuperior to all his woe, 
But to what is this triumph to be attributed? How 
comes he, rather than others, to poſſeſs a mind ſe- 


rene and unbroken amidſt the moſt cruel reverſes ? 
To the benign influences of religion, all the glory is 


to be giyen.— To him it was a divine art, which 


rightly underſtood and applied, enabled him in pa- 
tience to poſſeſs his ſoul, and yielded motives of en- 
couragement and ſupport, of which the wicked in 
the day of calamity are utterly inſuſceptible. He 
conſidered, that under the adminiſtration of an infi- 
nitely perfect and all- ruling God, nothing could 
take place but by divine appointment: and that 
here, whether our ſituation was eaſy and cheerful, 
or embarraſſed and diſtreſſing, we have nevertheleſs 
abundant ground to bleſs his holy name. Under 
the full impreſſion of this great truth, while heaven 
and hell all attentive to the reſult of his trial, were 
liftening to what might fall from his lips, he uttered 
theſe remarkable words. — The Lord gave, and 
rhe Lord hath taken away: bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord.” Words which reflected the higheſt hon- 
or on the divine character and government, and at 
the fame time, diſappointed and confounded the 
Enemy of all righteouſneſs. 


In the ſelection of this ſubject, you will perceive 
Jam guided by that diſtrefsful providence under 
which God has now called me to ſuffer. But do 
not imagine, my brethren, that in ſuffering I con- 
ceive mylelf to ſtand alone, or that, to me only the 
text affords inſtruction. Nay, my own ſorrows re- 
vive in my mind, with peculiarenergy, thoſe many diſ- 
treſſing occaſions in which 1 have ſympathized with 
you. To no part of this aſſembly can I turn but 
my eye meets thofe who have had their hearts deeply 
penetrated with grief, Here is one in diſtreſs for a 
child, whoſe bones are depoſited on a far diſtant 
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ſhore, while intervening. oceans roll between. — 
There is another who has but now bedewed with 
tears the urn of a virtuous wife. Here is a third 
juſt returned from following a lovely daughter to 
the grave. There is a fourth in tears for the loſs of 
that ſon, on whom the hopes of declining age were. 
ſufpended. Ah! and which of you all, my breth- 
ren, has not, as well as myſelf, been called to imi- 
tate the bright example with which our text preſents 
us? Nor let us vainly imagine, that the waves of. 
trouble are all paſſed by: Are we not ſtill embark- 
ed on a tumultuous ocean ? Do not new triais await 
us? In our families will not death yet find many 
victims? Come then, prompted by what we have 
already ſuffered, and by what we have every reaſon 
to expect is yet before us; come, let us imbibe the 
ſpirit, that we may in every trial adopt the language 
and enjoy the peace of this great and good man, 
Like him let us train ourſelves to adore the Sove- 
reign of the Univerſe, not only in the reception of 
good, but in the reception of evil. © Bleſſed be the 
Name of the Lord.“ This is a pious and devout 
ejaculation. It implies an high eſteem and full ap- 
probation of the Divine Character; a chearful ſub- 
miſſion to his authority, and acquieſcence in all his 
couaſels and diſpenſations; an ardent deſire that in 
all events God might reign ; that his will might be 
fulfilled ; every tongue utter praiſe, and every knee 
bow to him, | | 


Tur text and occaſion lead us to the diſcuſfion - 


of two important points: | 


1. As a principle of .piety and virtue it is highly 
neceſſary, that we ſhould refer to the hand of God 
all the good, and all the evil that befalls us in life, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away.” . 


2. 
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2. Under the various bereavements and diſtreſſes 
of life, to the uptight and good, there is ftill abun- 
dant ground to bleſs the divine name. 


Tux leaſt inſpection of the ſcriptures will con- 
vince us that thoſe good men, whoſe characters they 
record, were in the habit of aſcribing, not only the 
good things they enjoyed, but the evils they ſuffered, 
to the hand of God. The character of the inſtru- 
ment by which they were afflicted, made no differ- 

ence in tlis reſpect. The houſe where Job's chil- 
dren were feaſting, was overturned by the rude blaſt 
of the tempeſt, and they were buried in its ruins, 
The fire of the Lord, or lightning blazing on the 
world below, conſumed his ſheep and the ſervants 
who tended them. The Sabeans, a band of impi- 
cus marauders, fell upon his oxen and affes, while 1 
the Chaldeans, another clan of robbers, ſeized the 
camels, drove them off, and ſlew, with the ſword, 
tke ſervants who kept them. But without re ard 
to the different nature and character of the inſtru- 
ments, Job, upon receiving the news, inſtantly re- 
fers all to the hand of the Almighty. Whether it 
was the tempeſt, or the lightning, or the violence of 
r6bbers ; theſe were only inſtruments in the Divine 
Hand. It was the Lord who gave, and the Lord 
Who had taken away. And this is the character of 
3 the pious in general. Overlooking ſecond caufes, 
| they refer all to his agency, from whom alone theſe 
cauſes derive their energy; and it is highly import- 
ant as a principle of piety and virtue, that they 
ſhould do ſo, hy | 


As to a reference of all the good we receive, to 
the hand of the Almighty ; to do this, not only in 
ſyſtematic reaſoning, but in ſentiment or feeling, is 
efſehtial to the exiſtence of piety, — Without this 
what proof have we that God is love? No man 3 
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ſeen God at any time; we cannot look into his heart, 
inſpe& his feelings, and ſo form a judgment of his 
moral character. It is the exhibition he makes of 
himſelf in his operations, laws and diſpenſations, by 
which we muſt judge,—By tracing up thoſe ſtreams - 
of goodneſs, which flow around us. to him as their 
ſource, we perceive that he is good. If in following 
theſe ſlreams we ſtop ſhort of him, or refer them to 
ſome other cauſe, or to no cauſe at all ; we then de- 
ſtroy the only medium by which we arrive to this 
concluſion. Where then are we landed but in athe- 
iſm and darkneſs ?' | 


Wirnovur a reference of all the propitious events 
ot life to the kind intention of the Moſt High, we 
muſt be cut off from that ſublime and refined ſatis- 
faction which the righteous enjoy, in contemplating 
him as the beneficent Father of the Univerſe. To 
trace the Deity under this character affords them a 
delightful employment. In glowing . impreſſions 
they diſcover his goodneſs written on every ſurround- 
ing object. To them the Deity is the life, the light, 
and the ſtability of the created ſyſtem. They de- 
light to addreſs him as their Creator, Divine Bene- 
factor, and Preſerver; to put their truſt under the 
ſhadow of his wings, and to view him as 

te That nameleſs HE, whoſe nod is nature's birth, 

ce find nature's ſhield the ſhadow of his hand: 

« Her diſſolution bis ſuſpended ſmile.” _ 
Thoſe meditations impart to the ſoul a dignity, mo- 
ral purity, and refinement of joy, in compariſon of 
which there is nothing in the minds of thoſe who are 
unwilling to retain God in their knowledge, bur 
mere darkneſs and brutiſm. They give to it a tinc- 
ture of divinity, or inſpire it with a deſire to aſſimi 
late itſelf to the character and peerleſs grandeur of 
the object of them. To mention but one obſerva- 
tion more; how without a reference of the mercies 


B of 


8 


ol life to the beneficent hand of the Almighty; can 
we ever become the ſubjects of a lively gratitude 
for them? Can piety exiſt in an heart which re- 
mains cold and inſenſible of gratitude to our divine 
benefactor? But is it not inconſiſtent with the con- 
ſtitution of the human mind, that we ſhould ever 
glow with gratitude to a being from whom we are 
not conſcious of receiving any favour? As far as a 
perſon is inſenſible that every good thing he enjoys 
is the gift of his Maker, fo far he is ungrateful to 
him. Bot ingratitude we know, and eſpecially in- 
gratitude to the author of our being, is the worſt of 
crimes. From theſe conſiderations, we might rea- 
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5 1 ſonably expect, that in the word of God, ſuch as do 
y | not conſider him as the difpenſer of every bleſſing, 
are marked with diſgrace and infamy : aud we no 


ſooner open the ſacred volume than we find this ex- 
pectation realized. In the Prophet Iſaiah, ſuch are 


| _ fepreſented as more unthinking and ſtupid than 

* brutes themſelves, The ox Knoweth his owner, and 

3% the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſrael dotirnot know, 
Ls | my people do not conſider, AY 


| $ Bor it is not enough that we refer to the hand of 
ZE the Almighty the good we receive, but the evil alſo. 
1 Without this, there will be no foundation for ſome of 
| [ the moſt important chriſtian graces. God himſelf 

NY conſidered the ancient Perſian doctrine of aſcribing 
only the bleſſings of life to his Providence, as 
ſubverſive of true piety z and therefore fays to Cyrus, 
« | am the Lord, and there is none elſe ; I form the 
light and create darkneſs ; I make peace and create 
evil ; I the Lord doall theſe things.” gee? | 


Apa miner and ſubmiſſion to the divine will, un- 
der misfortunes, are inculcated in the ſcriptures as 
important chriſtian duties; but if the hand and 
council of God is not concerned in theſe a - 
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what place is there for ſubmiſſion to him? And it is 
no leſs a part of piety to improve afflictions as in- 
ſtances of divine correction. But how can we do 
this unleſs we firmly believe it is our Maker who 
holds and applies the rod? If our ſorrows are the 
reſult of mere accident or chance, or if they are in- 
flicted upon vs by weak or wicked agents, who act 
independentlyof the direction and counſel of God, it is 
abſurd to conſider them as a call from him to repen- 
tance, or to talk of ſubmiſſion to bis will in them. 
To ſuppaſe the counſel of the Moſt High is not con- 
cerned in the evils that afflict mankind, is to deny 


his government of the world, in that very point 


where his honor is moſt concerned to conduct it with 
unerring wiſdom, All the evil that takes place is an 
abſolute loſs, except it be overruled to anſwer ſome 
benevolent purpoſe ; and there is no way to main- 
tain the infinite moral perfection of the Deity, but 
to ſuppoſe he will thus overrule it. What an infin- 
ite reflection it is upon his character, to ſuppoſe 
he has formed the peſtilence—kindled the volca- 
no—winged the lightning—or turned wicked mea 
and devils looſe in the world; and that without ſo 
determining and controuling their operations, as to 
cauſe all their fury to eventuate in his glory, and the 
good of thoſe who love him. Can he ſtand by as an 
indifferent ſpectator, and ſee ambition, treachery and 
cruelty fill all nations with wild uproar and milrule, 
and waft the groans of dying millions from pole to 
pole ? But this reproach, boundleſs as it is, we caſt 
upon him, if we deny that for wiſe and good ends he 
has appointed all the evils that take place; and that 
te is ever in his providence directing them to the 
accompliſhment of theſe ends, To finiſh what 
we have to offer upoa this article we ſhall only 
add a paſſage from an author of pre-eminent merit.“ 


« Such a reference of the diltreſsful events of our 
| . life 
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liſe to che appointment of Heaven not only is a du- 
ty which piety requires ; but tends alſo to mitigate 


diſtreſs, and to ſuggeſt conſolation. For to dwell 


as is too commonly done upon the inſtruments and 


ſubordinate means of our trouble, is frequently the 


. cauſe of much grief and much fin. When we view 
our ſufferings as proceeding merely from our fellow 


creatures, the part which they have acted in bring- 
ing them upon us is often more grating than the ſuf- 
fering itſelf. The unreaſonableneſs, perhaps, of an 


enemy; the treachery of a friend; the ingratitude 


or inſolence of one whom we had much obliged, 
add weight to a load laid upon us by means ſo pro- 
voking. The thoughts of their malignity, or of 
our own neglect in guarding againſt it, ſerve to poi- 
ſon the fore, Whereas if inſtead of looking to men, 


we beheld the croſs as coming from God, theſe ag- 


gravating circumſtances would affect us leſs ; we 
Hould feel no more than our proper burthen. We 
ſhould ſubmit to it patiently; and many reſources 
would open to us from thinking of the hand that 
lays it on. Had Job when deſpoiled of all his 
lubſtance thought of nothing but the Chaldeans and 
Sabeans, who robbed him, with what violent paſ- 
ſions would he have been tranſported? Whereas 
conſidering them as rods and inſtruments l. in 
the divine hand, and receiving the correction as from 
the Almighty himſelf, the tumult of his mind ſubſi- 
ded; and with reſpectful compoſure he could ſay, 
te the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away: ble ſ- 
ſed be the name of the Lord.“ | 


Up the ſecond branch of our ſubject, to which 
we now proceed, we are to ſhew, that in the vari- 
ous bereavements and diſtreſſes of life, there is, to 


the upright and good, ſtil] abundant ground to bleis 


the name of the Lord. Here you will perceive a 


u ide field opens to view; but few of the obferva- 


tions 


E 


tions however, that here ſuggeſt themſelves, can be 
admitted within the limits of our preſent diſcourſe. 
Our divine Lord aſſured his diſciples, that though 
he was about to leave them in a world of tribulation, 
yet he would not leave them  comfortleſs. Of this 

romiſe he never has and never will be unmindful ; 
in the ſevereſt diſtreſſes he opens to the virtuous 
many ſources of conſolation, and affords them occa- 
ſion to pour forth the moſt ardent praiſe, 


1. WHATEVER be our individval diſtreſſes God is 
in them operating for the production of general 
good. The general good of the moral ſyſtem is 
an object of immenſe importance. The advance- 
ment of this muſt afford peculiar pleaſure to every 
benevolent mind. He is a perfectly wicked being 
who rejoices not in the general proſperity of God's 
kingdom; but only in his own perſonal happineſs. 
If the upright can but be convinced that from their 
perſonal forrow God is educing general good, it 
muſt be a ſource of joy and praiſe ; but to educe 
good both from individual and ſocial diſtreſſes God 
has given us reaſon to believe to be a part of his glo- 
rious character. From the midſt of the molt af- 
flicting dangers and trials we ſometimes fee individ- 
uals emerging to diſtinguiſhed honor and felicity, 
The diſplay made of their characters and talents in 
perilous and trying ſituations, is that which intro- 
duces them to public norice, and lays the founda- 
tion for their future greatneſs ; yea, elevates them to 
poſts of extenſive uſctulneſs, where they become be- 
nefactors to the human race. In the political con- 
vulſions that ſhake the nations of the earth, do we 
not oft ſee the yoke of oppreſſion broken, and a long 
injured people riſing to the higheſt rank of national 
independence and glory? Do not theſe rays of light 
that ſparkle around us in the midſt of the darkeſt 
ſcenes, in ſome meaſure develope Heaven's plan, 
. aad 
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and lead us to conclude, that God, both in the pub« 
lic and private ſorrows of men, is operating for the 
production of general good. The hiſtory of Joſeph. 
is à wonderful illuſtration of this idea. - In thoſe very 
misfortunes Which befell him, and the family to 
which this excellent man belonged, God was carry- 
ing on a plan of the moſt extenſive mercy and be- 
neficence to the human race. But if all our indivi- 
dual diſtreſſes are thus to iſſue in general good, who 
is ſo mean and ſelfiſh, as to fay this affords him no 
conſolation under them, nor any ground of praiſe, 


2. WraTzvER reverſes the upright and good may 
ſuffer as to their worldly fortune, yet one point 48 
clear, and in this they may ever rcjoice, and be ever 
employed in aſcriptions of praiſe to heaven: Theire- 
ternal intereſt is ſecure, As to their future proſpects, 
the pious have nothing to fear from calamity, be- 
cauſe it cannot eventually hurt them, Great peace 
(ſays inſpiration). have all they who love thy law, and 
nothing ſhall offend them.“ But if this be a fact 
that our future eternal intereſt is in no danger from 
what we here ſuffer, as it is not if we remain faith- 
ful to theRedeemer. in our trials, then the chief foun- 
dation of joy and praiſe remains unimpaired.— In- 
ſtead, therefore, of deſpair, it decomes us in the ſe- 
vereſt troubles to exult with the Apoſtle, and like 
him to ſay, we are full of joy amidſt all our tribu- 
lation. 


. AnaTaza reaſon why we ſhould bleſs the divine 
name in all our misfortunes, is that in them we ſuf- 
fer far leſs than we deſervr. If we may rely upon the 


juſtneſs of thoſe maxims by which the degree of ill 


deſert there is in ſin is eſlimated, or if we admit 
thoſe deſcriptions of the dreadfulneſs of the puniſh- 


ment of it in another world, given by our Saviour, 
to be true, we muſt be convinced that nothing which 


men 


EI 


men can ſuffer on earth, is by any means commens 
ſurate to the evil they deſerve. - But if this be a te- 
ality that our afflictions even when worſt are far leſs 
than what we deſerve, who will not praiſe the * 
ty for thus mixing mercy with Judgment. 


4. Ir is in general true, that under ncroableaat 
this life, our ſituation is marked with diftinguiſhed 
goodneſs. If we compare our circumſtances with 
thoſe of others, we ſhall ofc find, that we not only 
ſuffer leſs than we deſerve, but much leſs than many 
others. — Their burdens will ſo much exceed ours, 
that we ſhall be aſhamed to complain, or even to 
mention our ſorrows in compariſon with theirs; If 
men would think leſs of thoſe who enjoy a greater 
degree of proſperity than themſelves,” and more of 
thoſe who are borne down with the weight of greater 
calamity, it would tend to produce the moſt happy mo- 
ral effect upon the mind; they would find themſelves 
conſtrained to adore their Maker for diſtinguiſhing 
goodneſs, They would inſtantly looſe ſight of their 
own ſorrows, and find themſelves abſorbed in ſolici- 
tude and pity for others. To give full effect to this 
argument, let metranſport you inimaginationtothe ci- 
ties of New- York and Philadelphia. Here in theſe fair 
capitals of America the peltilence rages in a degree 
icarcely paralleled by the plague in any part of the 
world, Not the ſins of theſe cities in particular but the 
iniquities of our land in general, have provoked Al- 
mighty God to fend forth the deſtroying Angel. 
That lewdneſs, pride, infidelity, — injuſt- 
ice, ſneering contempt of all ſerious godlineſs, diſſi- 
; pation, luxury, and ingratitude to heaven; that per- 
vade our land, have rouſed his juſt indignation : 
and what indiſcribable ſcenes of diſtreſs do theſe cit- 
tes now exhibit.—Sarrows. like theirs no doubt are 
unknown to moſt of us; their ſtreets almoſt deſola- 


ted of inhabitants, exhibit a more gloomy picture 
thas 
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than the uncultivated regions of the wilderneſs— 
« Here (as one deſcribes their ſituation) parents, 
children, huſbands, wives, brothers and ſiſters are 
ſuddenly torn from the feeling boſoms of their rela- 
tives, while the mourning ſurvivors, are themſelves 
momentarily expecting the ſolemn call. The lilp- 
ing infant calling for its dead parents, and none but 
ſtrangers to afford relief — houſes totally emptied of 
their inhabitants, and the citizens flying in every di- 
rection from the infected places, as from a confl ra- 
ted town, or falling tower, The conſtant hearſe in 
ſable melancholy, conveying the victims of this de- 
ſolating calamity to their laſt remove; whole fami- 
lies totally cut off, without a ſingle domeſtic left to 
ſee them decently interred; reports ſay that in one 
inſtance, a man and his wife were found dead, with 


a ſurviving babe at the dead mother's breaſt; in another 


the whole family were lying corpſes, except a little 
child almoſt. famiſhed, calling for bread. Theſe are 
but ſome faint outlines of the diſtreſſes of theſe un- 
happy ſufferers.” In compariſon with them, does 
not diſtinguiſhing goodneſs, in our ſituation though 
diſtreſſed, demand a tribute of praiſe. Forgetful of 
our lighter ſorrows, let the charity of the whole un- 
ion rouſe all her efforts to alleviate miſery ſo exten- 
five and complicated, 


5. Tux effect whichic frequently gives to moral in- 
ſtruction, is another ground of praiſe in adverſity.— 
Wiſdom, or divine truth, ſo impreſſed upon the mind 
as to produce virtuous affections, and govern our 
practice, is a pearl of incalculable worth. This is 
ſpiritual good, and no earthly good is too great to be 
exchanged for it; nor is any ſuffering too ſevere 
not to be endured in the purſuit of it ; its price is a- 
bove rubies : bur adverſity is the beſt ſchool to aſſiſt 
us in acquiring it. 


« Grief ! 


G 6 
« Grief ! (ſays the poet) more proficients in thy ſchool 


are made 
Than genius or proud learning e er could boaſt.” 


They are incorrigible indeed whom adverſity will 
not mend. When all other means had been uſed 
in vain, for the reformation of Iſrael, God repreſents 
himſelf as taking encouragement that affliction 
would ſucceed. © I will go and return to my place, 
till they acknowledge their offence and ſeek my 
face: in their affliction they will ſeek me early.” 
Thus we ſee the propoſition made good, that amidſt 
all our misfortunes there is much ground for grati- 


tude and praiſe. 


Nov, my friends, let me ſolicit your indulgence 
and candor, while as an improvement of this ſub- 
ject, I point out a number of inſtructions which my 
late diſtreſſing bereavement has afforded me. You 
who have paſſed thro a ſimilar ſcene of trouble, will 
permit me to ſay I have given a great price for wiſ- 
dom. And praiſe be to divine mercy; I hope I 
have not ſuffered all this in vain.— l do not mean to 
ſuggeſt that I have diſcovered any new truths, / but 
ſome articles which I heretofore admitted, have oc- 
curred to my mind with peculiar emphaſis. The 
propriety of mentioning theſe on this occaſion, will 
not be queſtioned, when it is conſidered that you, 
no leſs than myſelf are intereſted in them ; and that 
they are thoſe very principles which it is my official 
duty always to recommend to your regard. 


1. Tris afflitive avent has lead me to a more 
lively view of our ignorance of the ways of God. 
Human calculation would have concluded in favor 
of the continuance of my conſort, to bleſs with ma» 
ternal tenderneſs and care, her numerous family. 
In the midſt of life and uſefulneſs, in the midſt of 


all thoſe tender charities which render the domeſtic 
CG circle 
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circle a ſcene of felicity ſhe has fallen; while many 
others torally debilitated by age and infirmity, and 
incapable either of  vſefulneſs or enjoyment are 
ſpared. Surely, in ſuch an event, human wiſdom 
is utterly confounded, But let not the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion ſteal into our hearts, that the Judge of all the 
earth does not, even here, do right. There is a veil, 
It is true, caſt over his conduct in ſuch ſcenes: clouds 
and darkneſs are round about him. But this obſcuri- 
ty ariſes not from any want of wiſdom and benevo- 
lence in the divine adminiſtration; but from our 
feeble comprehenſion. He hides himſelf from us 
becauſe his ways are above us; our capacities can- 
not graſp his infinite plan. Could we penetrate the 
veil, could we follow the Deity thro all the myſteri- 
ous round, we: ſhould perceive his counſels to ſhine 
moſt where now moſt perplexed, We. ſhould find 
that he is hid from us only thro © exceſſive ſplendor,” 
or © thro luſtre. loſt,” Let us then for the preſent 
be contented with our ignoraace of the. deſigns of 


| heaven, and conſole ourſelves: that there is a time 


coming when the good ſhall be capable of knowing, 
and when it will be fuitable to admit them to know 
more of the myſteries of Providence. What 1 do 
now, thou knowelt not, but thou ſhalt know hereaf- 
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2. Axor REA reflection which has occurred with 
peculiar emphaſis is, how unable are we to gueſs a- 
right concerning ihe unforeſeen events of life, and 
how much unneceſſary trouble we give ourſelves 
concerniag things chat are never to take place. 
That ſhock of adverſity under which my family 
now ſuffers is what I had little calculated upon. I 
did, indeed know that my departed friend was mor- 
tal, and that life in its very beſt eſtate is but a vas 
por, ready every moment to vaniſn. But then I 
acted upon it as almoſt a certainty, that ſhe * 
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be bereaved of me, and not I of her. This conclu- 
ſion I thought was in ſome meaſure juſtified by thoſe 
impairs which were long ago made in my conſtitu- 
tion, But how falſe were my calculations! How 
unfounded all thoſe anticipations of ſorrows wherein 
I ſeemed to ſee her a diſconſolate widow overwhel- 
med with the care of a numerous family, Thus 
is imagination the ſource of a great part of hu» 
man woe. We give to our own alry dreams the 
power of reality, and are thus at great pains to tor- 
ment ourſelves, when a ſmiling Providence calls us 
to rejoice; But what has now happened to me, has 
no doubt often happened to others; juſt ſa unfound- 
ed have been their concluſions as to what was con- 
cealed within the impenetrable veilof poſſible events, 
Let this operate to ſuppreſs all unreaſonable ſolici- 
tude about futurity : Let us fulfil the duty and enjoy 
the good of the moment, leaving it to him whoſe 
right it is to rule, to vary the ſcenes of our life as 
he pleaſes. We have nothing ta fear: “Take no 
thought for to-morrow“ was our Saviour's direc- 
tion; and ſurely it is a wiſe one ee of high 
regard to our duty and happineſs. It requires us to 
leave the management of future events to him, Wo 
is able to give them a right direction, and not ta diſ- 
turb our preſent peace about things that may never 
occur, or if they do, God will in the event provide 
6 ys in ways which at preſent we cannot compre- 

end, 


2. Txe importance of religion as opening to the af. 
flicted ſources of encouragement and conſolation, 
has appeared in a ſtriking light. In all ages reli- 
gion has been the refuge of the afflicted. Without 
the ſtrength and comfort reſulting from her princi- 
ples and promiſes, there are many unfortunate ſitua- 
tions where nothing preſents itſeif as a ſecurity frum 
vexation and utter deſpair, © Trouble and an- 
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guith, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, have taken hold on me ; 


yet thy commandments are my delight.” Again, 
* Unleſs thy law had been my delight, I ſhould then 
have periſhed in my affliction,” Strip the mind of 
the good man of thoſe reaſons for patience and reſig- 
nation which religion ſuggeſts; diveſt him of thoſe 


hopes, thoſe animating proſpects, which the preſents 
to him in a brighter world, and you render his miſe- 


ry complete. In this view, the cruelty of infidel phi- 
loſophy appears in the moſt deformed colours. What 
would you think of his inhumanity, who ſhould pur- 
fue the unfortunate mariner, and thruſt from under 


him the little plank on which all his hopes of reach- 
ing the ſhore depended ; and who, having thus ex- 


tinguiſhed rhe laſt ray of light that beamed upon his 
ſoul, could boaſt of it as a glorious atchievement ? 
But this is thy character O infidelity! Had it been 
in thy power, thou wouldſt have, now in my mis» 
fortune, ſtripped me' of all the conſolations which re- 
ligion affords; and when thus with the cruelty of a 
devil, thou hadſt plunged me in deſpair, thou wouldſt 
have abandoned me without offering one rational 
motive of comfort. The hydras and furies of an- 
tienc fable are faint images of thy loathed form, and 
thy ſuperlative malice, Let them know (ſays the 
celebrated Dr. Beattie, ſpeaking of Sceptics and 
Deiſts) that in the ſolitary ſcenes of life, there is 
many an honeſt and tender heart, pining with incu- 
rable anguiſh, pierced with the ſharpeſt ſting of diſ- 
appointment, bereft of friends, chilled with poverty, 
racked with diſeaſe, ſcourged by the oppreſſor, whom 
nothing but truſt in Providence, and the hope of a 
future retribution, could preſerve from the agonies 
of deſpair ; and do they with ſacriligious hands at- 
tempt to violate this laſt refuge of the miſerable, 
and to rob them of the only comfort that had ſur- 
vived the ravages of misfortune, malice, and tyran- 


ny. Does not the influence of your tenets deepen 
; the 
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the gloom of human diſtreſs, and aggravate the hor- 
rors of the grave? Ye traitors to human kind, ye 
murderers of the human ſoul, how can ye anſwer 
for it to your own hearts ? Surely every ſpark of your 
generoſity is extinguiſhed forever, it chis confidera- 
tion does not awaken in you the keeneſt remorſe, 


4. To have our friends continued within the 
reach of prayer ; and to have opportunity to confer 
with them on the intereſting coacerns of a future 
life, has impreſſed my mind as a privilege of emi- 
nent worth, While my conſort was conflicting with 
the diſeaſe which put a period to ker life, I found a 
mitigation of my diſtreſs and a ſource of comfort in 
committing her caſe to.the Father of Mercies, and 
pleading in her behalf. Though I enjoyed it, yer I 
did not realize how great a privilege this was. But 
no ſooner had ſhe expired than I was made ſenſible 
of it, Overwhelmed with the ſorrows of this event, 
I called my family together ; and how was my ſoul 
afflicted, when I found I was not now permitted to 
offer a ſingle petition for her; that her ſtate was fixed 
to all perpetuity, and that whether happy or miſera- 
ble, I muſt never requeſt the leaſt alteration in it,— 
Submiſſion was now the only duty ; and thus it muſt 
be with you my friends; ſoon very ſoon, all thoſe 
whom you love will be placed beyond the reach of 
your prayers or inſtructions. Improve then this pre- 
cious privilege while it laſts, Does not the effectu- 
al fervent prayer of a righteous man avail much ? 
You know not what bleſſings your devotions may 
bring down upon thoſe for whom you ought to 
pray, Carry then your wives, your children, 
your country, the church of God, yea all whom you 
ought to mention, continually on your hearts to the 
Throne of Grace. Be diligent in inſtructing thoſe 
whom God has ſpecially committed to your care. — 
If you fail in this point, what a ſubject of lively re- 
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gret will it be when they are parted from you, and 
the opportunity for the diſcharge of theſe duties is 
gone forever. e th. 


5. I have been made to feel what power there is 
in the ſympathy and compaſſion of our fellow men 
to ſooth the afflicted heart. In the preſent ſtate it 
is the lot of man to encounter many diſtreſſes. This 
is the wife appointment of heaven. They cannot 
be avoided; but the divine benevolence is manifeſt- 
ed in providing many cauſes of mitigation, even in 
regard to thoſe diſtreſſes from which he will not ex- 
empt us. But is there any thing, aſide from the 
preſence of God, and the conſolations of religian, 
that has a greater power to alleviate human grief 
than the compaſſign of our brethren, expreſſed in 
proper ways. This is the reaſon why we are com- 
manded to weep with thoſe that weep. One honeſt 
tear ſhed oyer the unfortunate, is pouring oil. and 
wiae into the wounds under which they bleed. Even 
pecuniary aſſiſtance adminiſtered with an uofeeling 
heart and mein, is oft a leſs favor than the mingling 
tears of a generous pity. In this reſpect my circum- 
ſtances have been peculiarly fortunate, Placed in 
the midſt of a generous, humane and compaſſionate 
people, pity has exhauſted all her efforts to conſole 
my loſs. My obligations to you my friends, are 
greater, far greater than I can expreſs. Accept, I 
beſeech you, my ſincereſt acknowledgements for all 
the compaſſion and kindneſs, which, unſolicited you 
have expreſſed towards my afflicted family, Could 
your prayers, or could your tears have averted the 
ruthleſs ſhaft of death, my departed friend had till 
ſurvived. Tao ſtrong alſo is the impulſe, not to 
mention with lively ſentiments. of gratitude, the 
tender and affecting part which many others in the 
neighbouring towns have taken in my affliction. 
While 1 feel oppreſſed with a ſenſe of W 
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of ſuch diſtinguiſhed favors, it heightens my uneaſy 
ſenſations to reflect that I am incapable of rendering 
either you of them any adequate return. But here 
I find conſolation; true benevolence is not merce- 
nary. It does not give hoping to receive as much 

ain. Your humanity and pity carries in it its on re- 
ward. If you but know you have wiped away one tear 
from the eye of pining grief, you are ſatisfied: beſides 
Jeſus is able to reward you. It is his goſpel which 
prompts your benevolent exertions, and calls forth 
your pity. If ſo, he will never forget your labor of 
love. Thro eternal ages you ſhall reap the fruits of 
his compaſſion to a dying world. And to add my 
beſt and moſt fervent prayer, may he at laſt gather you 
into that generous and happy throng, to whom he 
will ſay, © Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom of heaven prepared for you from the 
foundation of world.” 


6. I have only to add, that my mind has, in a 
more lively manner than uſual, been impreſſed with 
the unutterable importance of every one being 1a a 
ſtate of actual preparation for death. O death how 
ſerious is the hour of thy approach! How ſhall we 
need the preſence of God to ſupport us when con- 
rending with this laſt enemy! If in thoſe deep ſighs, 
thoſe hollow groans, thoſe convulſions, of diſſolving 
nature, that read the heart of ſurrounding friends, 
you breath away your ſoul in deſpair, and under 
the wrath of God, how deplorable will be your caſe ! 
No wonder Moſes, who had a view of the weight of 
this ſubject, and felt how important it was to all the 
living, thus exclaimed: O that they were wile ! 
that they underſtood this ! that they would conſider 
their latter end ! My dear friends, let me intreac 
you to avoid every ſpecies of conduct, that can have 
an influence to thicken the gloom of a dying hour. 


Embrace that Almighty Saviour, who only is able co 
carry 
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carry you triumphant through this awful ſcene. Re- 
member that the ſting of death is fin ; every trani- 
greſſion therefore is adding pungency to this ſting 
and malignity to its poiſon. - Mark the vpright 
man, and imitate his example; for be aſſured only 
his end 18 peace. 


AMEN. 
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A EXTRACT 

Fo Mr. Surrn's SERMON, delivered at the Fu- 
NERAL of Mrs. ANDRos, Sept, 20, A. D. 1798, 
characteriſtical of the Deceaſed. | 


. 
%\ 


Y the attention of her parents ſhe had received 

a decent and virtuous education; and had de- 
meaned herſelf with propriety in every relation from 
her youth, | 


She was naturally amiable, and had become much 
more ſo by her virtues. 


Her uncommon induſtry, domeſtic economy and 
prudence 3— 


Her filial reſpect, her endearing love to her moſt 
affectionate friend and companion and her tender 
care of her children ;— 


Her meekneſs and quietneſs of ſpirit under inju- 
| ries ; her humility, acquieſcence and reſignation un- 
der trials 3 5 


Her firm belief of the Chriſtian religion, ada ven- 
eration for the word and worſhip of God ; 


Her gratitude to her benefactors, regard to this 
Chriſtian 
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| Cra fociery, love to her neighbours, a and benev. 
olence to all mankind; 5 


Wirneſſed that ſhe had bee wth Jean, and mas 
truly his diſciple. 


Tf our deceaſed friend may not juſtly he numbered 
with the excellent of the earth, we Know not in this 


day whereto find them. : 


On the whole ſhe has left behind her the beſt 
grounds of conſolation for her much afflicted, ſurvi- 
ving friends ; for ſuch has been her conduct in eve- 
ry ſituation of life, as to juſtify our applying to them 
theſe ſoothing words of the Apoſtle: But I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even as 
others who have no hope; for if ye believe that Je- 
ſus died and roſe again, even fo them alſo which ſleep 
in Jeſus will God bring with m.“ 
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